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Committee Co-Chair Rep. Dillree called the meeting to order at 2:18 p.m.

1. Approval of Minutes -

MOTION: Rep. Swallow moved to approve the minutes of meetings held
January 24, 2001 and January 26, 2001. The motion passed unanimously.
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2. Committee Deliberations and Tentative Actions on Budgets- Rep. Dillree presented
a proposal from the committee chairs for funding public education. Copies of the
proposal were distributed to committee members. Rep. Dillree pointed out that it was
only a recommendation, and she encouraged input from committee members, the
education community, and the public. The proposal would give money directly to the
schools in the form of block grants and would provide local school districts and local
schools more flexibility.

The proposal would provide block grants in the Special Population area with $20,000,000
new dollars. The Staff Development area would receive an additional $2,000,000 in new
money, and Unrestricted Local Programs would be funded approximately $20,000,000
additional money. It is anticipated this will go to local schools and districts to be used in
an appropriate way for their needs.

The Comprehensive Guidance and Career Ladder programs would be folded into the Staff
Development Area. Rep. Dillree explained that the intent of the proposal would not do
away with Career Ladders if schools still want the program. Strings attached to Career
Ladder would be eliminated and it would be up to the districts and schools to determine if
they want to do something new and different. The proposal recommended an additional
$8.8 million on-going money for school supplies.

Special Education, Restricted Basic School Program, Social Security and Retirement
would all remain as line items.

Rep. Buffmire was concerned that money taken out of RFP items, that was established
based upon needs in given areas, would be divided across the state and given to areas that
did not need the money. This could result in a lack of funding for programs in schools
with special needs.

Sen. Stephenson explained the Special Populations block grant funding would continue to
be provided by the same formula based on the existing methods. When the money reaches
the districts they would have freedom to meet the needs of the special populations in the
way they feel is best. The proposal would give consideration to the local school boards
who may know better how to meet the need of special populations.

Rep. Dillree stated that the only strings they feel need to be attached are an accountability
of where each local school and each local school district has spent their money.

Rep. King was concerned about items in the compensation category. He suggested that if
these items are folded in that it be done above the line in the most appropriate area. He
was also concerned about At-Risk programs and Accelerated Learning programs being in
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the same category. He felt there are more advocates for Accelerated Learning programs
and he did not want funds to go one way or another based on which group had the most
advocates.

Rep. Buffmire was concerned with the recommendation that the only accountability was
how the money was spent. She felt there is also accountability to the children who speak
different languages who are not having their needs met and to special education students.
She felt the State Board should be accountable for at least the base level of education for
all children in the state.

Sen. Stephenson said that currently accountability for special needs population is simply
that the money was spent in those areas. This proposal would seek to block areas
together, and the accountability would be that it was spent in those general block areas.

Rep. King was concerned about which line items have federal funding that is either a
match or a mingling situation. He asked for further information in this area.

Supt. Laing reported that adult education has some maintenance of effort in order to
qualify for federal funds. He said he would provide further information.

Rep. Way spoke in support of the committee chairs recommendations.

Susan Kuziak, UEA, was interested in obtaining additional information on school trust
land formula. She said she would need to think about the committee chair’s proposal.

Jan Ferre, Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities, was concerned about the
RFP process and about the FACT program in the proposal.

Rep. Morgan commented that she was aware of the advantages of flexibility with block
grant funding. She had concern for people at a more local level than school boards.
Teachers and individuals working in the schools with particular programs are feeling very
vulnerable. They feel they may not have as much control, nor they will not be able to
depend upon their program even being viable depending upon what the local school
boards decide. She asked the committee to take this into consideration in giving more
local control and be sensitive to all areas.

Steve Peterson, School Boards, Assn., indicated that local control is one of the primary
premises of the Utah School Board Assn. Block granting in the Staff Development, and
Unrestricted Local Program area is excellent. He commented that there is a base in state
trust lands funding. Without the base funding small districts would not have enough
money to do anything.
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Supt. Darlene Robles, Salt Lake City School District, had a concern for the future. She
commented that it is wonderful to have money today, but she was concerned for the
future when there are many needs and level funding. She suggested the committee use
caution because things can change in a few years. She was also concerned with having
Special Population programs rolled into block grant funding.

Linda Smith, Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities, was concerned that
districts will be aware they are required to have a maintenance of effort on programs
funded by federal. She asked for some accountability from the districts so the money
would be used in the programs which received block grant funding. She was concerned
for the rights of the minorities, and asked the committee to make sure they have their
opportunities.

Race Davies, GOPB, commented that with the development of the Assessment and
Accountability programs in the state, it is appropriate that local school districts be given
more and more flexibility in terms of how they are going to present programs. He
suggested that the committee may also want to consider statewide initiatives such as the
Governor’s initiative in the area of science, engineering, and information technology.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Minutes reported by Nedra Duzett, Secretary

____________________________________ _______________________________________
Sen. Howard Stephenson, Co-Chair Rep. Marda Dillree, Co-Chair


